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The  Collines-de-l’Outaouais centre for local development (CLD) has 
received $120,325  in funding from the newly established  Regional 
 Outreach  Support  Fund (FARR program) to support regional 
development. The funding will go towards the  Main  Street 
 Revitalization  Project, a land use planning initiative for the villages of 
 Chelsea,  Wakefield,  Sainte-Cécile- de-Masham,  Notre-Dame- de-la-
Salette,  Quyon,  Poltimore, and  Saint-Pierre- de-Wakefield. The project 
addresses one of the regional development priorities established by 
the steering committee that manages the  FARR program in the 
 Outaouais region: help urban and rural areas grow together and 
consolidate regional identity.
The  CLD is dedicated to economic development in the  Collines-de-
l'Outaouais Regional County Municipality (RCM). The aim of the new 
project is to establish a shared vision for land use revitalization efforts 
in the region. The  CLD also hopes to provide a framework that 

residents are proud of and can make their own to attract people to the 
region. To that end, the  CLD will be working with  Fondation  Rues 
 principales, a public interest organization with a mission to help 
struggling main streets flourish and to create vibrant, attractive 
spaces that bring people together.
Now that funding has been secured, the  CLD and  Fondation  Rues 
 principales will work together with representatives, stakeholders, 
and residents of the selected municipalities to assess the needs of 
their village centres and draw up development plans. The unique 
identity of each community will help shape and define the 
revitalization. The 2018–2019  objective for  La  Pêche will be to 
complete the land use and development plan for the main streets of 
 Wakefield and  Sainte-Cécile- de-Masham. A community’s main street 
is a testament to its history, ambitions, expertise, and vision, and it’s 
up to us to put them on display !

MAIN STREET REVITALIZATION PROJECT

With the Act mainly to recognize that municipalities are local governments 
and to increase their autonomy and powers, passed on June 16, 2017, Québec 
municipalities entered a new stage in their development. They now have 
more power, but also more responsibility. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE MUNICIPALITY, A CREATURE OF GOVERNMENT
To move forward, you need to understand where you’ve come from. So, where 
exactly did municipalities come from? Québec’s municipal system was 
established in 1855 to collect the taxes and deliver the local public services 
required under the government’s new policies and programs. 
Of course, municipalities in 1855 were very different than what they are 
today. Life has gotten more complicated since then. Today’s municipalities 
continue to deliver local public services, but these services have multiplied 
to include sewer systems, water distribution, lighting, roads, fire safety, urban 
planning, the environment, and services for residents such as culture, 
recreation, and public safety. You can bet the municipal structure in 1855 was 
a lot less complex. 
Municipalities took on more responsibilities over time. But their decision-
making power was still limited and tightly regulated by government 
programs, policies, and legislation. A century and a half after their creation, 
their budgets were still largely dependent on property taxes. That’s why they 
became known as “creatures of government” that essentially played a 
management role.

RECENT HISTORY: MORE AUTONOMY AND MORE TRANSPARENCY
Prior to the passage of the Act, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Land 
Occupancy Martin Coiteux stated in April 2017 that the goal was for 
municipalities to become real orders of government, rather than mere 
creatures of government. The new act has affected no fewer than 29 acts,  
11 decrees, and 1 regulation. Urban planning powers have increased, the 
province has given municipalities more control over decisions that concern 
them, municipalities have access to new financial resources (through 
newfound powers of taxation and the ability to levy regulatory fees), and 
municipalities also have new powers in the way of local and regional 
development.
For municipalities, becoming a true local government means obtaining 
greater independence from the provincial government. In return, 

municipalities must be more transparent with their 
citizens, and their citizens, in turn, more involved in local 
decision-making  
This is the principle of “subsidiarity in government” in action. 
Borrowed from the field of sustainable development, it states that “ powers 
and responsibilities must be delegated to the appropriate level of authority 
and decision-making centres should be adequately distributed and as 
close as possible to the citizens and and communities concerned” (from 
the Sustainable Development Act). This principle hails from the philosophy 
of sustainable development and is designed to promote a bottom-up 
organization of society, rather than one that is dictated from above. 
Legislation, programs, and policies at the federal, provincial, and regional 
levels still frame municipal life, but citizens have more say at the local level, 
and municipalities have greater decision-making power over local issues. 
Adopting the new act and the new operating framework that comes with it 
is no small task. The challenge for La Pêche is to implement these changes 
while the newly elected mayor and city council members become familiar 
with the workings of the municipality. This may be challenging, but it is also 
an excellent opportunity to start off on the right foot and implement 
mechanisms that foster local development and citizen participation. 
Transparency and efficiency are on the agenda!

Earth 
day

A Typical Municipal Organization
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FROM MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT



MAINTAINING YOUR WELL
Well water intended for human consumption must be good quality. The Water Withdrawal and 
Protection Regulation (Chapter Q-2, R 35.2), adopted under the Environment Quality Act (a 
provincial act), ensures the protection of water withdrawn for human consumption and 
prescribes a set of obligations to be met, such as development requirements. If you own an 
individual well, you are responsible for ensuring the water is safe for you and your loved ones 
to drink. Here are some tips to help you.

WELL CONFIGURATION
Whether you own a surface well (which draws water from the water table) or an artesian 
well (also called a bored or driven well), you need to respect certain rules in order to avoid 
contamination. The well cover and piping must be in good condition (e.g., watertight) and 
the well must be more than 15 metres from the septic tank and 30 metres from the settling 
tank (weeping bed or other sewage disposal system). There must also be a mound around 
the well to divert runoff that could contaminate the well water. 

ChECkING WATER qUALITY
We recommend getting your water tested at least twice a year, during the spring thaw 
and in the fall. It’s a good idea to do spot tests on new or restored wells, particularly after 
renovations and floods, or if the surrounding land has started being used for something 
different. You can also do spot tests as a precautionary measure if the water 
characteristics (colour, smell, clarity, taste) change. In the Outaouais region, two 
laboratories are currently accredited to test water by Ministère du Développement 
durable, de l’Environnement et de la Lutte contre les changements climatiques 
(MDDELCC). You can find their contact information on the MDDELCC home page under 
the “Water” tab by clicking on “Drinking water” and following the Laboratories accredited 
for drinking water quality analysis link.

If the tests reveal your water is contaminated, quickly identify the source of contamination 
and do what you need to do to correct the situation. Contamination can be caused by the use 
of chemicals near the well, faulty septic systems, and broken pipes among other things. 
Regardless of the cause, you need to act quickly to correct the situation. If necessary, contact 
the Municipality’s environmental inspector to help you find a solution. 

Visit the MDDELCC website for more information and documentation on well water quality, 
which can be found under the link “Well water quality,” or consult the documents Maintenance 
and Management of Your Well and The Homeowner’s Guide to Safe Wells and Septic Systems, 
available on the Municipality’s website under Municipality/Guides and Forms.

Urban Planning and Environment Department

WhY YOU NEED PERMITS AND CERTIFICATES
You need to apply for a permit or certificate before you start any construction, renovation, 
or development work on your property. Why? So the Municipality can make sure your 
project complies with urban planning, architectural, zoning, construction quality, 
personal safety, and environmental protection standards. For example, a permit 
application to build a septic tank allows the Municipality to check that tank location 
and construction comply with established rules to prevent your water or your neighbour’s 
water from getting contaminated. It’s also why experts in the field conduct follow-up 
inspections during and after the work  is complete—they issue compliance certificates 
attesting that the work complies with the specific standards and specifications of the 
permit. Every single regulation has a purpose. If you want to know why one exists, don’t 
hesitate to ask! 

There are four types of permits available in La Pêche: 1) Building permit; 2) Subdivision permit; 
3)  Certificate of authorization; 4)  Certificate of occupancy (to use land for other than 
residential purposes, run a hobby farm, animal sanctuary, etc.).

Your permit or certificate must be visibly displayed on site for the duration of the work. It is 
illegal to carry out work without a permit. Anyone who does so may be fined or even ordered 
to demolish the work. And remember that when you sell a property, you must provide the 
notary with a certificate of location. The notary is responsible for verifying with the 
Municipality that the certificate matches the municipal database. If it doesn’t, you’ll have a 
problem! 

For more information on permits and certificates, visit the Municipality’s website or call  
819-456-2161, ext. 2240 or 2250. 

Urban Planning and Environment Department

OVERNIGhT PARkING ON ThE STREET

REMINDER: OPEN BURNING IN LA PÊChE

The Fire Department would like to remind residents that open burning in the Municipality 
of La Pêche is authorized until May 31. A $10 permit is required for any open burning, 
bonfires, or fireworks over one metre in diameter. To obtain one, contact the Fire 
Department 48 hours in advance at 819-456-2161, ext. 2290. The permit will be valid for 
a maximum of five days for open burning and one day for bonfires and fireworks.

The only material you are allowed to burn is dry, untreated wood such as branches, 
trunks, and brushwood. In accordance with Des Collines-de-l’Outaouais RCM open 
burning by-law 16-RM-05, Section 10.5, it is prohibited to burn grass, leaves, hay, straw, 
garbage, construction waste, petroleum-based products (such as tires), and any other 
identified pollutants, since these materials can release substances that are harmful to 
both the environment and people’s health. 

As of June 1, 2018, all open burning, bonfires, and fireworks over one metre in diameter 
are strictly prohibited. It’s a matter of public safety! 

La Pêche Fire Department

WASTE MATERIAL MANAGEMENT

WANT TO ORGANIZE A GARAGE SALE?
Groups and individuals interested in holding a garage sale must first request a permit from 
the Municipality’s Urban Planning Department by email at commisurba@villelapeche.qc.ca, 
in person at the Municipality’s administrative office, or by phone at 819-456-2161, ext. 2240. 
Your permit must be picked up in person. Permits are free and valid for three consecutive 
days.

Did you know that you can have up to three garage sales a year, as long as they’re not held on 
three consecutive weekends? But remember, you need to apply for a permit from the Planning 
Department for each one. 

Need more information? Give us a call!

Urban Planning and Environment Department
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Des  Collines  Seniors’  Roundtable (Table 
autonome des aînés des  Collines) 
–  Programs
The des  Collines  Seniors’  Roundtable, whose mission is 
focused on promoting seniors’ interests and their 
quality of life, offers various programs such as : 
Personalized coaching for securing resources (e.g. to 
go shopping or run errands, do housework, go to 
appointments, etc.).
Information :  Monique  Albert, field worker, 819 457-9191, 
ext. 244 or e-mail at itmavdescollines@gmail.com
SOS  proches-aidants Respite  Program (support groups, 
training, workshops and conferences).  Respite for caregivers 
service : available free of charge when participating in 
activities organized by the  Seniors’  Roundtable ; otherwise, 
$5 per hour for a minimum of three hours.
 Self-massage workshop : with  Andrée  Turpin on 
 Saturday,  April 7 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. at  Rose-
des-Vents  School, 112, rue du  Commandeur in  Cantley
Information, registration, service requests :  Josué  Jude at 
819 457-9191, ext. 242 or sosprochesaidants@gmail.com.

 Bric-à-Brac/Boîte des trouvailles   
Ste-Cécile
The  second-hand goods and clothing store formerly 
known as  Le  Bric-à-Brac and run by the  Sainte-Cécile 
 Parish has a new name :  La Boîte des trouvailles   
Ste-Cécile !  New business hours (church basement) : 
 Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (and just for   
April 11 and 18, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.). Annual 
 Spring  Sale :  Saturday,  May 5 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Until then, clothing items are on sale at $1 apiece 
(except coats). Help support a good cause !

Sentiers  Wakefield  Trails  
is looking for  Volunteers
Spring is just around the corner and  Sentiers  Wakefield 
 Trails is gearing up for their annual trail  clean-up. We 
need your help to check the trails, clear away debris 
and repair washed out areas. If you want to lend a 
hand while enjoying the fresh air, light exercise and 
some good company, please send your contact 
information to wakefieldtrails0@gmail.com. We could 
use your help on weekdays or weekends, at your 
convenience. Everyone is welcome !

La  Pêche  Amateur  Baseball  Association 
– 2018  Registration
A new baseball season is about to begin in  La  Pêche and 
we are all looking forward to getting out to the ballpark. 
Good news : the registration period is now open !
When : starting now until  April 25. Where : online at 
http://www.abalpbaseball.ca/
Information :  François  Bélanger at 819 456-1797 or by 
email at baseballlapeche@hotmail.ca.

Loisirs  Lac des  Loups –   
Washer  Toss  League
Would you like to join a washer toss team this 
summer ?  Sign up now to join the  Loisirs  Lac des  Loups 
 Washer  League !  Activities start in  May and we would 
like to make up 10 teams for our weekly games 
(Thursdays at 6 p.m. throughout the summertime).
Information and registration :  Pierre-Luc  Tremblay at 
819 360-4687.

Fairbairn  House  Heritage  Centre
Positions at the  Tourist  Information  Office -   
Summer 2018
The  Municipality of  La  Pêche and the  Fairbairn  House 
 Heritage  Centre will be hiring students this summer to 
work as tourist information clerks and heritage centre 
guides. Period of employment : weekends,  May 19 to 
 June 17 and  August 25 to  October 14 ; daily from   
June 23 to  August 19. Location :  Fairbairn  House, 45, 
 Chemin  Wakefield  Heights. Qualifications : proficiency in 
oral  French and  English, knowledge and interest in the 

history of the  Gatineau  Valley, communications and 
computer skills. Salary : $13.50/hr. Please email your  CV 
to info@fairbairn.ca. Application deadline :  April 18, 2018.

Wakefield  Covered  Bridge –  Rentals
The  Wakefield covered bridge is available for daily 
rentals during the summer months for weddings, or 
exceptionnally for a few hours. For rental information, 
please contact the  Fairbairn  House  Heritage  Centre at 
819 778-3382 or email info@fairbairn.ca or visit  
www.yourfairbairnwedding.ca.

Volunteers needed for the boutique at the 
 Wakefield  Hospital
Boutique  Santé at the  Wakefield  Memorial  Hospital is 
looking for volunteers to help maintain its day, evening 
and weekend schedules. The  Boutique is run by 
volunteers and the proceeds go to the  Des  Collines 
 Health  Foundation. If you are interested and you can 
spare a few hours per month for a good cause, call 
 Pamela  Scobie at 819 459-1252.

La  Pêche  Global  Forest  Initiative
The  La  Pêche  Global  Forest  Initiative invites you to 
become part of a  world-wide effort to restore the 
global forest, the lungs of our planet. Find out why 
planting trees makes a difference.
Launch of the initiative :  Saturday,  April 22 (Earth  Day !) 
at  Centre  Wakefield  La  Pêche, from 10 a.m. on, with a 
screening of the acclaimed documentary  Call of the 
 Forest. Come and celebrate trees and learn about them !
Tree planting :  Saturday,  May 12, at the  Fairbairn  House 
 Heritage  Centre (to become an annual community, 
family event). Celebrate  Fair  Trade and help plant a 
grove of mixed indigenous trees for the future !
Information :  Want to get involved ?  Contact  Ilse 
 Turnsen at  turnsen@gmail.com.

Earth  Day in  Wakefield at the  Wakefield   
La  Pêche  Centre –  April 22
Again,  Wakefield celebrates  Earth  Day with a day of 
learning, music and fun, all free of charge.
The new  La  Pêche  Global  Forest  Initiative will kick off 
the day ; at lunchtime, you will be able to purchase 
delicious  locally-sourced food, and more activities are 
scheduled in the afternoon !
Green  Ideas : present an idea for building a greener 
community. Send them in advance to apply for a 
reserved presentation time and space. Go to  
https://www.tfaforms.com/4 660 551
For kids : songs and tree stories with the  Chelsea 
 Youth  Choir, and the  ever-popular tree climbing with 
 Leilak and  Jamie
For youth : join a discussion forum hosted by local 
youth and  Canadian  Wildlife  Federation biologist 
 Carolyn  Callaghan.
All ages can join  Heather  MacDonald to create tree art.
The day ends with a concert from the  Song  Kitchen 
 Choir and  Chelsea  Youth  Choir, including a  sing-along 
component. More detail on the  Earth  Day website at 
http://jourdelaterrecollines.ca or e-mail us 
wakefieldjourdelaterre@gmail.com.

 Ste-Sophie d’Aldfield  Community   
Centre  Fundraiser
Don’t miss our next "Fish &  Chips" benefit supper  
on  Saturday,  April 28 at 5:30 p.m. Proceeds go to the   
Ste-Sophie d'Aldfield  Community  Centre. Tickets : 
$15 on sale at the P'tit magasin général in  East Aldfield 
(819 456-2781) or contact  Denis  Quinn (819 456-2579).

Centre  Wakefield  La  Pêche -   
Spring  Programs
Check out the  Spring  Programs at  Centre  Wakefield   
La  Pêche !  Register for the entire session and save, try a 
 5-class pass for $75 or  drop-in for $20. Register online, 
 in-person or over the phone !

Collines en forme :  Parent-Child  Play 
 Groups are still on !
Parents - children  0-5 years old : offered free of 
charge,  Mondays,  April 9 to  June 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. at  La  Maison de la famille l’Étincelle  
(95,  Route  Principale  Est,  La  Pêche)
Parents - children  0-9 months old : offered free of 
charge,  Mondays,  April 9 to  June 18, from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at the  Ste-Cécile- de-Masham  CLSC  
(9,  Chemin  Passe-Partout,  La  Pêche).
Registration and information :  Bobbie-Lee  Gervais, 
group facilitator, 819 643-4954 or milieucef@gmail.com.

2018  Municipal  Summer  Camp   
Les  Formidables -  Registration
The  Municipality is getting ready for its new summer 
camp season. Les  Formidables is a summer day camp 
specifically designed for children 5 to 12 years old. The 
camp will run for eight weeks, from  June 26 to   
August 17 and promises a great summer with a different 
theme featured every week and activities and outings 
relating to the theme. Register in person at the municipal 
office (1,  Route  Principale  Ouest,  Ste-Cécile de  Masham).
Advance registration: (residents only) Saturday, May 12 
(9 a.m. to 2 p.m.) and Thursday, May 17 (4 p.m. to 7 p.m.).
Registration: May 18 to June 8 (residents) and June 11 to 
22 (non-residents). Details regarding the summer day 
camp will be available on the  Municipality’s website 
during the second week of April.

Annual  CPA  La  Pêche  FSC  Show
The  La  Pêche  Figure  Skating  Club invites you to their 
annual presentation. The show will take place on   
April 21, starting at 6:30 p.m. Our skaters will amaze 
you with this year’s  Kaleidoscope theme !  Come support 
our local club. There will be  50-50 draws and surprises !
Where :  La  Pêche  Sports  Complex arena
Information : cpalapeche@hotmail.com ;  Facebook : 
 CPA  La  Pêche  FSC

Youth Welfare Association of Rupert AGM 
The Youth Welfare Association of Rupert (YWAR) will hold 
its annual general meeting on Thursday April 19 at 7 p.m. 
at the Rupert Community Centre located at 24, Chemin 
Shouldice. Make it a committment to attend!

Les Bons Amis de Masham Golden Age 
Club Supper
Le Club is hosting a Mothers’ and Fathers’ Day meal  
on Saturday, May 5th. Supper will be served in the 
Desjardins Hall at the La Pêche Sports Complex at a 
cost of $16 for members and $21 for other guests.  
All are welcome, doors open as of 4 p.m. 

Municipal foruM
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Instructions for 
    Announcements
To announce your organization’s activities, 
please send your texts to bulletin@
villelapeche.qc.ca in a Word document, using 
the following format (if possible):
Event title
(2-3 lines describing the event)
When: xxx  Where: xxx  Cost: xxx
Information: Contact person and phone 
number and/or e-mail address, website (if 
applicable)
Please note that announcements will be 
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis;  
3 Ads maximum per organization, so that 
everyone is given the opportunity to publish. 
Events and activities announcements 
will have priority over other types of 
announcements.
Next deadlines:  
May: April 5; June: May 3rd; July: June 7;  
August: July 5; September: August 9.



Municipal coluMn
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DECISION-MAkING IN LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

Municipalities are managed in accordance with the laws prescribed 
by the National Assembly of Quebec. In Quebec municipalities, the 
Municipal Council is the elected body that represents residents and 
makes decisions concerning the Municipality’s guidelines and 
priorities while ensuring the well-being and quality of life of citizens. 

DECISION-MAKING FORUMS  
Decisions are only made during council meetings, usually by a 
majority of the members present voting on them. Meetings can be 
ordinary (regular and planned) or extraordinary (convened as 
required). During these public meetings, council members make 
decisions about how to manage Municipality business. Residents are 
encouraged to attend these meetings so they can take part in 
municipal life by expressing their opinions and needs, and by asking 
questions. 
As in previous years, municipal council members adopted the 
calendar of ordinary meetings at the beginning of the year. To operate 
more efficiently, the council decided to meet once a month in 2018 
instead of twice a month, since planning and organizing meetings 
uses up a lot of resources.  These resources can now be used for case 
planning and follow-up. Municipal business is taken care of at these 
monthly public meetings and at monthly meetings of a general 
committee of elected municipal representatives as well as general 
managers and heads of departments. The committee gives elected 

officials a chance to discuss pressing issues that are of interest to the 
municipal government and examine various issues in greater detail 
so they can make informed decisions.

ATTENDING MUNICIPAL COUNCIL MEETINGS
The Municipal Council meets once a month, usually on the first 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. in the Desjardins hall of the La Pêche Sports 
Complex (unless otherwise specified) to discuss and vote on projects 
and issues that affect the Municipality of La Pêche and its citizens. 
Consult the Council’s meeting schedule online and get involved in the 
decision-making process!

TYPES OF DECISIONS
The Municipal Council can pass resolutions or by-laws. 
The Municipal Council uses resolutions to make administrative 
decisions such as authorizing the purchase of a snow plow, accepting 
requests to name certain roads, or authorizing financial support for 
an organization.
The Municipal Council uses by-laws to make decisions of a legislative 
nature, because by-laws have the force of law on the territory of the 
municipality. These types of decisions include the nuisance by-law  
(17-756) and the by-law introducing school zone speed limits on 
Chemins Riverside and Sully (18-764), for example. La Pêche is also part 
of the larger Des Collines-de-l’Outaouais Regional County Municipality 

(RCM). Since the RCM manages certain services at the regional level, 
some by-laws are adopted and standardized across the seven 
municipalities of the RCM. These by-laws include 14-RM-01 concerning 
alarms, 13-RM-02 concerning animals, 12-RM-03 concerning traffic 
and parking, 17-RM-04 concerning the maintenance of public peace 
and order, and 16-RM-05 (amended by 17 RM-05-1) concerning fire and 
burning.
If you have any questions about what you can or cannot do in 
various everyday situations, consult the list of by-laws on the 
Municipality’s website, under Municipality/By-laws or call us at  
819-456-2161, ext. 0. As the saying goes, “Ignorance of the law is no 
excuse.” 

EMERGENCY  KITS
Emergency preparedness instructions often say to "keep your emergency 
kit close at hand."  But what exactly is an emergency kit ?  Is it a  first-aid 
kit containing disinfectant, adhesive bandages, sterile gauze pads, 
triangular bandages, and safety pins, or is it something else ?
Government agencies that respond to emergency situations, such as 
 Public  Safety  Canada (www.getprepared.gc.ca) and  Urgence  Québec 
(www.urgencequebec.gouv.qc.ca), have a clear idea of what should go in 
an emergency kit. While  first-aid kits are useful in the event of accidents 
or injuries, emergency kits must be equipped to help you survive without 
electricity or running water for at least 72 hours (3 days).
Basic emergency kits include at least two litres of water per person per 
day,  non-perishable food (energy bars, canned food, etc.), a manual can 
opener, a  crank or  battery-operated flashlight, a  crank or battery-powered 

radio (don't forget to stock up on batteries !), a  first-aid kit (that’s right, the 
emergency kit contains a  first-aid kit), additional car and house keys, 
cash, important family documents (birth and marriage certificates, 
passports, driver’s licences, wills, etc.), special items such as prescription 
drugs or infant formula, and a copy of your emergency plan. You can 
complete your kit with candles and matches or lighters, hand sanitizer, 
toilet paper, garbage bags, dishes and utensils, toiletries, spare clothing 
and shoes, basic tools, sleeping bags, and more. If you have kids, it’s a good 
idea to pack something to keep them occupied. And if you have animals, 
remember that they’ll need to eat too !

YOUR  EMERGENCY  PLAN
Did you know that at www.getprepared.gc.ca, you can create a 
personalized family emergency plan ?  It takes about 20 minutes to fill 

out the individual sections of the plan online, then you can print it 
out. Preparing an emergency plan gives you a head start in the event 
of a disaster. You can consider various scenarios and how to respond 
to them, and come up with answers to crucial questions such as : 
 What are the risks in my region ?  What are the safe ways out of the 
house ?  Where is a good meeting place for people in my household ? 
 Where are the fire extinguisher, electrical panel, water  shut-off valve, 
gas valve, and floor drain ?  Your plan is your main asset in an 
emergency. Make copies of it and place it in your emergency kit, in 
the glove compartment of your car, and somewhere else where you 
can access a copy, such as at the office. And remember to update it 
every year !  Emergency kits give you what you need to survive for 
72  hours, but having an emergency plan gives you something 
invaluable—peace of mind.

PREPARING FOR EMERGENCIES: WhAT TO PLAN FOR

Resolutions: Municipal councils use resolutions to exercise 
their administrative power. Resolutions are generally used for 
one-off activities of a limited duration or scope.
By-laws: Municipalities use by-laws to implement legislative 
power conferred on them by the provincial legislature. By-laws 
are delegated legislation which, […] when in effect, have the 
force of law within the municipality.
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